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Victory—Nebraska City's biggest worry was its r plant, Engineers and vol- T e
unteers built a dike around the plant, strengthened i Wlt']l sandbaga and won a Lines Were Kept Busy—Field Nal T ks + B

decision over the river which ran, outside the dike, we]l above the level of the plant. orange in the other, Charles Pla
saepage water mtn the plant was kept down by constant pumping, 2 nmgﬂ:ith breakfast. =

—artl-Mersid Photoe

It's Happened Bufom-—O.ftvflucded Hamburg, Ia., had no chance to miss this one when the Plum Creck levee broke east of Nebraska City. "1
The photo at left shows the south end of the business ﬁlatriet At right a garage was eng'u]fed by water an-'.l ﬂehms that included a ‘h'"n{'.'tor tire.

"

Home Again—While the high water rolled southward into Missouri ) l
and Kansas to drive more people from their homes, Council Bluffs res- Airport Submerged—"l‘he Rosecrans TField airport ﬂ".‘"gb Jﬂﬂpph, f !
idents started moving back into homes that had been protected by the Mo, lost its fight the river. Hmaan&,repair nt had ::“.I

= valiant levee battle. Mrs. Harry Springer watches furniture t in. been evacuated here before the field was floodd. - ’;-.I- -
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dMissouri River Boister

The fellowing pages will tell, by
word and pleture, the story of
the greafest recorded flood on the
unruliest of MNorth American riv-
ers:

Buot befora we pet into that
story we olfer as a preface some
geographic  and  historic bacik-
ground of the river fhat in April,
1552, flung its most raucous: taunt
against humanity.

The Mizsouri has been a boist-
erois hell-rpiser ever since man
Lirst 1aid eves on ik

The Canadinn explorers, Father
Jacgues' Marguetle and Louis Jel-
iet, came upon the Missouri in
1673 as they floated down the
Mississippi. The DMissouri was
spewing ils summertime rise into
the Father of Walers,

Farther Marquctie described it
in his: journal:

"1 ‘have . seenn nothibg more
Irightful, A mass of large trees—
real Floating i5lands. They éame
ruehing =0 impetuously that we
could not, without preat danper,
expose ourselves to pass aoross”

The Missouri enters the Missis-
glpoi just above St Louis,  Above
that union, it weaves and twists
for a river distance of 2465 miles

Its farthest reaches-tap. the ri-
wulets that cascade from glacial
snoweaps dripping: down the edast
slnpes: of the Rockies

Intermediate iributaries feed it
sit-laden waters that-originate’ on
somni-arid plaing where nearly all
of @ year's rainfall- may descend
in iwo or three torrential storms.

Iis draingge area covers 530,000
square miles—one-sixth  the land
ared of the continental United
Sintes, Nobraska is the only state

wholly drained by the Missouri,

Tul parts of nine other states andj §

a =mall slfee of the Canadian Prov-
inces of Alhoria and Saskalchowan
kelp keep it supplied with water,

The rviver itself beging as a
union of three mountain. streams
which merge near the pretty ditte
town of Three Forks, Mont, These
are ihe Jeffersod, Mr tison cand
Gellatin_ Rivers, all rising. in the
peaks west and north of  Yollow-
stone Natlonal Park,

Suela cléd and eool stream

wol_@Te: aimost | cortain  tol see

figuting  rainbows. Fisirg: 1o thel 8
thiitnlizing {lies of wading fisher- f'

men.
The: tiver rons: northward, then
ensiward, aleng ihe norihern part]

of Montans. Wheee U enters Morth|

Txakota just-above Williston, pick-)
ing up the turbulent discharge of

the Yellowstons; it begins a south-|

eastward slant along the eastern
Tim af % drainage basin, - :
And-ps it moves along, dropping
fiom an elevation of four thou-
sand feet at Three Forks to) four
nundred at St Louls, it gaing in
mugele Trom the tributiry: systems
that Tlow mostly from the west.
The Yellowstone, " -ings with
it the Bip Hom, Tongue and
Powder from Wyoming. y
The Knife, Heapt, Little Mis-
gouri, Cannonball, Grand, Mor-
ean, Bad, White, Janies, Big
Sioux drain both of the Dakotas.
The Niobrars and the Plattes

The Flood of ’52—Prelace
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Missouri Basin—This map shows some of the reasons the Missouri always has
been a bad actor. Note that many tributaries in the north part of the basin flow
northward. In the spring, snow on their upper reaches melts while’ the tributary
mouths and the mainstem may still be ice-clogged. Flood control'in the Pick-Sloan Plan
depends mainly on four reservoirs, only one of which (Fort Peck) is completed. When
the three others are finizshed, their flood storage space can contain a volume of water
nearly twice the size of the Flood of '52. i
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Missonri's Headwaters—Lient. Gen. Liewis A. Pick points to the bubbling little

stream that is the Missouri River where it is formed by the Jefferson, Madison and

(allatin Rivers near Three Forks, Mont. With him is Nebraska Governor Peterson.
Note the trout fisherman at left. :

traverse MNebraska from  trickl- | ers ol Kansas ag- well ag the | Osage “and Gasconnde Rivers
ing starts in Colorado. Republican and Blue from Ne- | pour steady and sometimes over-
The Kansas Iiver combines | braska. whelming flows.

before it reaches the Missour] From the State of Missouri

ous Marauder Since Earliest Records

displayed a stormy femperament
in several places al the same tme.
'The producls merge into the neck
of the funnel that is the Missourl
River itsell—raging and tearing
through the dountryside,

Whe nthe combinations work st
right, they produce the whopper
floods of 1881, 1944 and 1652, which
stand out above the lesser jnun-
dations that plaguc valley dwel-
lers somewhere every year or two.

Historieally, greal nameg as-
soviated with the river have ap-
peared in pairs. :

There were Marquette and Jol-
jet, the first white men to see it
Then rame Lewis and Clark, the
intrepid explorers who  described
it from its mouth almost to s
solrce. Thomas Jefferson and Na-
poleon Bomaparte made the deal
that added virtually all of the
Missouri Basin  to  ihe United
States. The basin made up sbout
twio-thirds of Jefferson's Louvisiana
Purchaze, ‘That 15 million dollar
trensaction put an original “price
tag of a fraction less than two
cents  an o Eere on  the  Missourd

More recently camie Liput. Gen.
Lewis Ao Pick and W. G, Sloam,
who devised for the basin s system
of flood control, irrigation, power
production and navigation to tame
and harness the river and puot it
to wark, i

Flood eontrel features of dams
on the main stream of the Mis.
souri are designed to bold 15~
465,000 meve fect of water. The
Flood of '52 earried an estimated
eight million aere feet above bank-
ful stage. little more than half
the flood storage ocapecity the
reservolrs ghove Yankion, 5. D,
will have when completed,

Unfortunately, only Fort Peck
in Montana had boen completed in
1852 Hs 3,500,000 acre feet of
flood. control storage helpeid by
holding back water that otherwike
would have added to the food; But
the Mille River, which enlers the
Missouri just below Fort Peck and
was the original troublemaker in
the Flaad of 52, flowed unimpoded.
So alse did other downsiresm tril-
utaries because the rescrveirs that
eould have trapped them are not
completed. .

Bt the ofher dams -are being
bnilt. Fort Rondall, with '2500-
O mere feel of [lood storape, s
to be closed in July this year. Gar-
risom, “with: 58000 - were feat of
flood - storage, i= due for closure

barely started but eould be specd-
ed, with adeguate appropriations,
to completion In 1956 or 14957, It
will add’ 3,500,000 acre fect of
flond storage, : j
Tritegral parts of the Pick-Sloan
Plan, too, are the levies and flood
walls at Omahba and Couneil Bluffs,
which with® almost superhumaon
|nelp, saved those cities Trom heavy
tdnmage in the Flood of "5

Time [= still on the side of the-

river for another year or iwo
Aler thal the man-consiructed re-
straints will go-a long way toward
puarantecing  safely..  Compléte
control will not be achieved until

COwer this wide range of terrain the maximum: required safegiards

at Kansas City the principal viv- | the Grand and Chariten, the |[nature can, and frequently has,'sre constructed,
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Job Well Done .

The people of Omaha and Council Bluffs—separated by a river, yet
bound by a river—saw disaster coming on the floodtide of the mighty
Missouri. They battled it with every resource at their command to
save their homes, their industries, their cities. Somehow, it seemed all
along, that such courage and spirit could not be denied. i wasn't!
- They won against the river.
For a job well done you have earned the undying thanks of a grateful
citizenry and the deep admiration of the Nation. We are proud to
be a part of such a community...proud to be friends and neighbors &
of such courageous people as these.

American Smelting and Re_fininng Co.

in the summor of 1953 Oshe is

_ Water, Water Everywhere—Nearly every one got out of Bartlett, Ia., where the water really got deep. The arrow in the photo is just over
the Burlington railroad right of way. Some hardy residents moved into the third floor of the high school building.

ok *

We salute the people of Omaha and Council Bluffs and the Midwest
for their heroic and successful fight against the "Mighty Mo" - to
all the workers — to the brave housewives who took their added
work and worries in stride — we offer our sincere congratulations.

We are glad to have been of service — when our help was needed.

Boyer Lumber & Coal Co.
Bradford-Kennedy Co.
Chicago Lumber Co. of Omaha
Joyce Lumber Co.

Platner Lumber Co.
Ashton Wholesale Service

| A JOB Well Done. ..
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Miles of Flooding After Levee Breaks ™
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United
Air Lines
- Platts th, Meb., put a terrific fight fo save its wafer
E?;Iltf ?E';umﬂwﬂdlisﬁsagtgg:e as ’31@ fll";ht,upmth sandbag weapons, reached a Ex i'en ds
- o
A Sincere .
Thank You
|
« - . to all who worked sa lang
s hard 2= o wegenE — — - .
) _.{I?;u;l. It was a community
effort OF WHICH all Omaha =
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and Council Bluffs can well be
proud. We say, “well dona"

to everyone of you!l

: : i hwest of Mc-

real—A 150-foot gap torn in the Plum Creek levee sout ;
Paulﬂ?::: ﬁﬁaﬁaﬂa wideAarEE sout'lf i:% Hamburg, Ia. ’.A.buut two thousand workers
had been ordered off the levee only an hour before it broke. R S
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elers, for your pafience with

United's -nparaﬁi:'ns by the
flood emergency. All Hights
will ba returned from Lincoln
Airport o the Omaha Airport
as quickly as facilities can be

clearad for opsration.

United Air Lines
? 1706 Douglas Sﬁe‘ei'
Call WEbster 6700
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foes ' | this li ity toward the

i __Water rushed through this little Towa community LoV hs |

Plun:[a?éeulf: leves E:«'eﬁ From the break Ehe water rushed over an area miles ?vudﬂ

and 27 miles Iong.

Snow, Ice, Crazy Weather Conspired with the Ornery Mizzou

The Missourt River flood of 1952
 toalc a longdimes to build up:

Its_ingradients were the heavy
snopwiall of the' upper plains arsa,
the capriciousness of the prairie
alimate and the gedgraphy of the
Mizsourl River itself.

Tha Missouri's Tadder-zhaped
Tayout of ttibutaries is in a region
wiers praivie’ climate iz at its
migst extreme gnd perversa. Tom-
peratures  jump around  wildly,
stomingly independent of  season
or pracedent,

The main stem of the Missour],
In B'5 sweeping loop from Montana
into North Dakota, [lows throlgh
whal the Weather Bureau tecog-
nizes a5 the nation's “cold trough.”
Thia s the pathway of weather
moving down from the Ardtic,

Temperalures go away down
and cold lingers late, Winter's ico
rermaing thick and unbrokan in the
river lonz after it has melted else-
wiiers,

Ag a result, unseasonoble: thaws
offen. melt tributary streams: to
send their water piling into the
anbradien ics of the main streamu
The weight of the ‘waler tears and
wienchies the ice loose and prods
it downstream. Iee dama form,
Watee ‘backs  up behind. . Local
fipoding results, This 18381, And
thues, in its first phase, the flood
of 1952

Snow ecame . early, (=]l heavily
nod | Hogered: late throughout the
upper plains area. Hoavy In ex-
ke, 1t was heavy. alse in watér
vontant, .
 Pigrre; 5. D, measured 21 inches
of snow which ponlpined ning
foches of water, The nine Inches
woere 460 per cent of normal, \

In the surcounding 80 thousand
sauAare miles, the mosture was 200
to 300 per cent of normal.. In the
Moritann: section of Lhe upper Mis-
sourl watershed, the maisiure was
135 per cent above normal;

Accompanying this hoavy snoaw-
fall was weather that, even by
‘Great Plains standards, was ab-
normally cold. The spow staved
in'place: The wind paclked it It
was compressed: by it own waizht.

“— Gemdually pregsure formed /. shest

of _iee mexi fo the ground that
sealed off [he snow and kept any
of “ils molsture ftom percolating
Ao, u’lﬂ'— _ﬂ-l‘l.‘

o0 ke situation. didn’t lnok|

SnOW COVEr wos NBEVY too; .tha
ual melting and a niodel behaviot
of the [ce break-up resulted in
virtdally na [losding then,
‘Soow  sampling crews coversd
the plalos area in 50-mile grids.
Thiey weighed the Tindings against
past perfarmances of the weather,
On March 5 eame the fitsl analy-
[ E B
fA cover of unusoally  mokst
snow upstream provides. a possible
Missouri River flood threat when
this spring thaw comes. But thare
& no reason for undue alarm,”
The cold hung on. The season
eame when davs shopld be warm)
though nights would be cold. The!
time waz al hand when the snow|
should be gradually lowering,
triclkling into- soll that ordinavily
soalks up moislure, i
But normal things didn't happen.
Winter's temperatures hunz on, In|

i

mid-March, temperatures for tha)

weolc gveraged B muoch (as 13!

degress below normal throoghout
thie piains country. Every doy of
lngering cold increased the pos-
sibility that when the snow did go
it would ‘go suddenliy,

Sampling erows want out again,
Thie time they found more snow
than three weeks before,

Said the analysis on March 25:

"The threat of- Missourd River|:

flooding this spring is mora serious
than it was a month ago.”

Tha gun was loaded. A quick
thaw was' the trigeer that wouold
et it ofl.

Nature pulled the frigger,

Spring busted out all over the
upper watershed of the Missouri

It cama violently., Throughout the

upper reaclios temperaturss mount-
il into the seventiés and stavaed

Hiat way day after day. Creat|
Fulls recorded 75 degress. Tt was;

the highest tomparature ever that

early in & locality where spring)
ardinarily does mnot come until

fate May.

The snow turnad to watar. The :
fce! beneath kept it from soaking|

inta the gpround. It trickled down
the coulees pnd cresks. It roced
inta tributaries and hif the BMlis-

souri Hiver at a gallop. In one|

weeld the snow melted.

From | Glacier Pacle down, the
warnings went up. First it was a
F;‘.tam of repeated. jams ax the

e wias torn out of the Missourl

The Flood of ’52—Chapter One: |
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"IU'I WATER
EQUIVALENT
OF SNOW COYER

11!
NORTH
DAKOTA

NEBRAS KA :

~ Just Before the Bunoff—Army Engineers oo March 20 charted the snow over the northern reaches of the
Missouri Basin. Most of it was underlaid with ice. Water content of the packed mass ranged to six inches. When
it melted it headed [or the nearest streams. The lines, which look like contours, indicate not the depth of the znow
but its water equivalent in inches,

Jam. Flood. Then, breaking Iooss,
the water flowed again [t re-jam

and flood apain.
' | The ice was-steipped  from ths
river. The snovw melt hit the steecam
from those rivers of tomanlie
numes—the Knifte, the Heart, the
Cannonball, the Little Missourl
The character of the [lood
changed. Mo longer Wwas ik 9 savics
of Jocal fee jam floodings. It had
become a meneralized flond, the
worst ever, with a orest that was
ta streteh out for a hundesd oides.
Downstream,  men  whoss liie's
tide upstream. K
Atmy Enginsars searcely piliaed
to shift gears: »s tiey went Crom
Phage One to round-the-closk, alls
nut Phase Threo alert. ]
Before Bismarck, the Wealther
Bureau prédicted an Omaha stipe
of 26 feet—I1.4 fect over the 1BRL
crasts When the crest -hit Bismarcle,
745 miles upstream; the oeading
waz boosted to 28 feat. Whan Mo-
Initqa folt the river, thi' prodic-
tion went-up to 30 fest

The river rolled.

At the. famed river experimont
station, at -Chnton, Miss, Army

Engt_nms. put the flaod through &
filll-seale ‘model of the Wissourd
River. They measured its perform-
anfce and studied its behavior,

L i
==Unfted Pros Phots,

1 1 :
i Beantiful, But Loaded—Snow over the mountains and over the Northern Creat
| Plains last winter had engineers and weatber observers worried. They thought the

At the Weather Bureauw's river
forecast center at Kansag City,
the experts turned to a mechanical

' stuff might carry dynamite for the farms and cities downriver on the Missouri, *|brain for help. Tnto it they fad afl

N

=48 Wlophiva:

Eh_:'.h data—valume, channel size,
wind and rain factors—in all prob-
nhle " dcombinations.

At the Omaha Weather Bureau
office, workers -did It the  hard
way. They balanced the flood
against past Noods and worked out
the ealenlations;

The findings, separataly arrived
at, checlied, ‘They wers somt fo
Army Engineers, whose koow-how
was the framework dpon which the
flood fight was built,

An aid brought in the slip with
{the penciled fipire as” Brip Gon
Don G. Shingler was holding a
pross conference,

The general sludied the figuce.
Stlence strot¢hed out the moment
before General Shingler turmed
back to the reporters.

_He looked out over the fap of
hiz glasses & hahit when he iz
deadly  serious;

“Gentlemen,” he gaid. T have
just Tecelved a new river predic-
tion from  the Weather Bureai
Thiey have boosted it to thivty-gne

¢ Ipoint five."

At Lot

Fifteen Feet of Snow—
Thiz trench into the
Charles Kindopp ranch
home southwest of Pierre,
E.tﬂd;;ia;asﬂsix Feat des

ut oped u w&t‘é;'
to 15 feef. PRk

&
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The inexorable ways of the river|
all for residents of the tributarics|
to undergo their trial by water
before &  flood ‘hits ‘the main
slrean.

In the [ood of 1952, first targets|
were the people along the valley of
the Milk River in Montana,

Althaugh the Milk's watershed
looks -impressively Jarge on the
map, it novmally isn't much of a
gtream, In: time of flood it like
other praivie streams, ¢an beeome|
a ferror.

Effects of & flood hit people
more directly in the upper valley)
than they do in  the southern
reacties, The ihin population 15|
concenirated along “Waleroourses,

' Omala World-Herald, April, 1932,

where water, timber. and shelter
are avaliable.

The Milk, in iis food course
from  Glavier National Paik o
He eonfluence with the  Missouri
Tiver a few miles below Fort Peck
dam, hit a large perceéntage of
the Tesidents along 18 course.

The ranchers fied. Then as the
flood  went on ey retuwrmed in
plnnes to shoot from the aic lve-
etocl huddied on hummocks and

facing drowning or starvation. |

Havre, where martial law v.-:-:_s|
declared, was a guick vietim. An
ettimnated. 1,200 persons were driv-
en from their homes. Damage was
estimated at 300 million doliars

Chinogk, named for the waerm
wings that brought the conumunity
fiz 1rial, wapged ‘@ valiant bBattle:
Half the town worked against a
tide that cpme within six inchex
of tepping the levees 'en which
they worked. As they lofled, work-
15 kepl an par cocked for a sivén
that would warn of & break,

The - Millke roared indo the low-
waier siream bed of the Missour
Yulow Fort Peck. Eighty thoussnd
cubie second feet of water flowed
inte Fort Peck: the outflow wae
oholed down to 4,500 eubie second
feol, This knocked two. feet off
the Meod crest st Omnha: Tt ssved
Willision, ™, D,

Mandan, located near the oon-
fluenes 60 the Mizsourd and Heart
Rivers, saueaked through for the
pocond Ume in fhres yemrs The

T to Page 64, Columm 1.
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~ GOOD NEIGHBORS

To Civilian _Defense.
tional Guard, Coast Guard . . .
against all threats—we send our
the airport was averted a

We believe that people have neve! responded more quickly and whole-heartedly fo a

call for help. Our undying thanks,
these "Good Neighbors.”

HAYDEN HOUSE. Irc.. Restaurant and Lounge
AEROSERVICE, [nc.

Ak A AT AR A AR AR A,

- The Flood of '52—Chapter Two:

From a Trickle Start in Montana, the River Gained Power F

P | : " — AP Wiimlede,
' i€ way, it sent new flood

A Dam in fhe North Broke—When the Frenchman Creek dam near Hinsdale, Mont,, gave way, it seni E
waters sl:nrmi.“ng into the Milk River and thence into the flooding Missouri, This spectacular photo was snapped by
a Corps of Engineers photographer.

PR PT T TSN P e e e

We, at the Omaha Municipal Airport, perhaps more than anyone else,
owe an extra measure of warm appreciation o the thousands of men and

women who labored fo keep the old Misscuri out of the airport.

the Army Engineers, Strategic Air Command, Civil Air Patrel, Na-
and the YOLUNTEERS frem everywhere who held the line
humble #hanks. Becauce of them, the virtual destruction of

nd damage hasbeen reduced to & minimum.

and he deep admiration of the whole community goes to
*

This Message Is Spnsored by the Following Firms:

C. J. ABBOTT & CO.
BURNHAM Airplane Sales
LANG AIRCRAFT, Sales and Service
YELLOW CAB, lic., J. A. Daly, Pres.
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the Migsouri's power,
Despite a last-ditch stand by two
gugind volunteers, the Plum
Cresk: Levee near McPaul, Ia.,
vrumpled. A murky wave bore
wown on Hamburg, Is, 15 miles to
the south,

 Half that town of two thousand
persons scemed destined for A soak-
dng. Water topped an incompleted
ring levee and buried 10 blocks:
Another yard higher and the whole
siness district would have gone
nnder..

Army Enginecrs cheated fhe flood
ol some vietims, They dynamifed
A main-stem levee near the.mouth
of the Nishnaboina River, Water
threatening Hamburg deained back)
Into’ the Missourd,

Minbirazka river citios like Platts-!
mouth, Peru, Brownville and Ruls
were perched sbove  the da’ngerl
line. But they had to fight 1o pro-
tect their riverside utifities,

Coseds from Peru State Teachers
College fillod =andbagy in the rain.]
The coliege gyvm’ was & bedroom|
for 450 troops from Camp MoCoy, |
Wis

All bridpes between Omaha and
8t. Joseph;, Mo, were: blockaded,

The flood backed deesp into- the

Rescue Shi
into flood duty lon

Bird's Eye View— A

e

.Tl-ijé “sea-going” tractor was pmsse
i ] g before the erest reached the Omaha
avea. It helped evacuate 20 families south of Bellevue, Neb.

Coast Guard helicopter took

Army Engineer Col. Delbert Freeman over the area east
of Nebraska City. Just beyond the helicopter are .Euri"iang-
ion tracks, e

it e AT A g
Ax-It Exit —The owner of this house five miles southwest of Co

his belongings in the attic when he sbandoned his house. When

salyage some furnishings he had to chop & iole in the roof to complete his mission.

Ty

Headed for Pacific Junction—When this levee broke, a lot of water took off for

closer to town held down damage.

Pacific Junction, Ia.

¢chunlis of paving and
TIVET,

Fnd of Road—Highway

'/ The Flood ol "52—Chapter Five:

at This May . t G
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Valiant work on dikes

" -

cil Bluffs stored
he returned to

B
s

eat Missouri Flood

i

i

Flatte and Nemaha Rivers.

In the state of Missour), Atehi-
L 'h'ng Holt County towns such
lni-hngdqp, Corning snd Fortescue
isucembed. Rosecrans Field at St
Jozeph becamn a dirty lake,

Troops mt Fort Léavenworth,
Kans., dost a heart-breaking battle
to save Shoerman Alx Force Base.

Kansas ity Worried hriefly
about & rain-fed Kansas River col-
liding ‘with the Missouri ™ torrent.
But the  new super dikés  were
more than adéqiite. .

Long before. the crest reachpd
[Kansas City, Omaba and Couneil
{Blufis were bouncing back to|
iuorma].

Even.before the "sllclear” sig-
nal - gounded, lowland  industries
were hauling back machifiery,
Evacuees, wenry bt thankinl,
carted back their refrigeratore and-
beds.

Normal life was siill & Jong way
off Hor. many homes In the huge
basin, The stinking =it would
eveniudlly dissppear. But the fi-
nancial wounds woildd take yeara
to ‘heal and the broken dreams
might never be repalred
Cne, hops  bucyed  sveryvone In
the valley: That they might have
|q~|mn§~sed thi Jast gress 1lood of
{the mighty Mksouri:

_3%'.._

- o

: ; —Woeld-Tera}d. Fradon,
way No. 2 east of Nebraska City on the Towa bottoms lost
ridge approaches, This picture was made 10 miles east of the

¥-82 |
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N
—nracid-Herald Phots,
Coffes and Dooghnuts—The Salvation Army pulled in )
officers from out-of-town assignments, accepted volun- .
teers for 12-hour tours of duty to serve levee workers,

It borrowed kitchen facilities of restaurants and clubs to
meet the demand for snacks and stew.

i ST =TT

i BB RS

=Wacld-Flemld Phote.
Order in the Court—The Military Police Company of the Towa-Nebraska Thirty-fourth
Division was bivouacked in a District Court room in Council Bluffs. Men slept in the
jury box, on lawyers' desks, spectators’ seats. For funbeﬁt‘lgt. 1,/C Harold Kamm (left},
Eagle Grove, Ia., used the judge’s bench and “pronoun sentence” on his men when
assigning work. :

=

A TRIBUTE
10 THOSE WHO SERVED

e | i s
i ) || et
Bl L

e
-

e .

o

i W
—Internatiznal News Baivice, Fliobd
They Came from Everywherse—Mris, Paul Nelson of Wa-
mego, Kans, was typical of women who showed up in
men’s jobs, and also of the many who came great distances
to help.

-—War:b!I-I{ﬂlri!i Flaoda,
Ham at Work—Radio “hams” were an indispensable part
of a communications network., Joe Connell (above) of
Council Bluffs, was one of more than one hundred who
flocked to communications centers.

=T i el Mo,
An Early Victim—The Port of Omaha, outside the levee at the foot of Burt Streat,
was one of the first areas engulfed by the rising water. A day before the crest water
swirled 20 feet deep around the grain elevator (right) and the gantry crane. Damage

thousand dollars.

—World-Harald Thots,

. Urisis Conference—Among officials on hand for the fight
to control the Grace Street Sewer were Fire Commissioner
William D. Noyes, Flood Co-ordinator E, L Myers, Lieul

Gen, Lewis A, Pick and Col. Paul D, Bevrigan of the Corps
of Engineers.

e o 5 i %ﬁ*& = y_m@f*

i P T O AT O T
And Finally, Rest—Exhausted by the struggle, these soldiers fell asleep on the City
Hall steps after an all-night vigil the night £ he crest passed Omaha.
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Milk River, Lowgr Tﬁbutaries Pooled ﬂeir Flood | V 9_]_ ume

Coat il from Pagpe 424 | o
A ~ Bt E = = B
Ay Engineers’ levees around Iht"! ! 4.5 i
bown, the Bireau of Reclamiation T g BT ]
Heart Butie  dam upstream  pro-| S “

. - iy o
vided the rmargin of safety. “ 4 ) el y AT s =’

Al Garrison dam, upstream from
Eizmarel, the lee jammed behing &
ponstruction bridee. Water washed|
roormesize caltes of dee thee-miles) s
oft the s ]

When the jam- let -go, it wenty
ull nt onee,  The -fesgult Whs &
wall of waior that engulted Marth| 2
Dakofa's capital city of Bismarck.| 2
Water stretched Trom Bizmarek 1o
Maridan, ceven miles achosE the |
heltome, 3

Several Bomes Wers létn from
their fountdatione and Doeated away,
Cipe wsan mopred his house (o &
!n']i'F'!l‘Uﬂ" I'_H‘;]E_ A TR WAS rescied # T ” B # - ] - e o 5 E g ;
by helicopier Irom @ MWrmhouse| : B S SAF T R o e - , : o i
yopl aller clinging for 44 hours. : fag - ;

By tho iine Rismarck was

prssed the Aood had become so Srm :
mimrmoth that © in most places! .. 1
ere wiss: no fighting it Flighl._%-“hﬂ 4 '
undl-pot aght, was the oply course.! TR N -

Plerre - ponconleated on saving| - ! a5 =

those fundamentals of orban Qe
— b wiater  supply-and the power
plant, “The plant wae saved. “Thred
ol  the! community’s: four wolls
e onglfed,

Both  Flerre and 1§ #oross.
sirvam neighbor, Forl Pierre, wore
major wvictims.  One third. of
Pieape's 5,720  rvesidents  wered
hoarieless. Al of Fort Pierre,
loeale of one of Tweo major Amor-
join. Fur Company posis i the | 4
ol days, was inundated, |

At Mobridge, ‘8. 1., the flood;
measured. 440 thousand culic sec-|
oml feel, which put it in' the sime.
Jeagui:  with  last vear's Kansas)|
Clly ) Fload. |

Yankton -got of 1 lucky,. Not =0
Hioux Falls, whose trouble came
from thy Big Sieux rather than
the Missouri. A leves was lianked, | @
water wenl  over the Sioux Falls!
Al Base. The 1,40 persons lving wﬂu
in-n wor-time. Barracks: that had! s
been Cenverted (nio 8  housing 3
panject were foreed oal, i

South Sioux City Tought, Hes- ,%-'

=

Above

Flood Starter—This was
the =cene at Glasgow,
Mont., April' 10 when the
__ Milk River was dumping

its flood into the Missouri.
| In 11 days the river had
| done  $2,000000 damage,
left 3,000 homeless. This
was the starter of the
Filood of '52.

b
i, T

|

(Hordest Bt was the  indosisin)
aren; The Sioux Oty slockvnrds
wiere embargoed and- the packing
plants closed

The sewer system wae noelied
cut of & 10 by 26 hlock aren, ex-
fending the flood’s haordehip 1o
places where no water hit. The
sanitathon mennee crefited. deloyved
fine return of  victims 1o ther
thomes,

Moyor: Balph Hendereon esti-
mitiéd the community's Jp=s -ut
ST 00,

Al Bloux iy mudh ol the
civerg [low swept inoa shovleit
acress the curving are thatl wss
South: Sioux City, Fhernd the wialter
seomed  to  gather Heell’ a= @
pointed a preat  looping  proch
downstream lowards Omnbe  ang
Crounel] Bludfs:

Upsiveam was the drgsry siier-
math - of the flood., The wWalyr,
coniaminated by comlact with ' &
thougand cesspoals and. barfvards,
gpilled, Into -water  wélls, “The
blgaied crresssed of dnims s
putrefied in the son. Fillh nnd
zhime. -Everywhere the smell of
ldewd vegetation, dead land, dead
Watleér,

dends knew in advance thoy were.
dovmed, They were trading eflort
for time, 1o win-& few mord hours
to pel things squared off - before
thie water hit.

The river crumpled the com-
munmiiy's primary ddikes and then
Folled over secondary dilies con-
ghiucted in the business distiict,

Eouth Siouk City sulfered heav-
ily. The town was hall desevted;
808 harmes sulfered damage. Short
wiker ralions wore aecreed 10 -ease
the Joad on the ‘sewer Ssyslems
Thet Yrigdge 10 Sioux 1y was out
off. for ihe first time sinee itz
eonstruciion in 1596,

Shovsx ity was the major urban
wictirn of the [Tlood upsirean

Ar Kight

Fort Pierre Hit—Down-
glredam At Fort Pierre
5. I, across from Pierre,
the staie capital, the swol-
Jem Missouri backed up to
force the Bad River
through the eity.

=
T
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Wike Break Adds Trouble—FProtection of a housing development at
Sionx Fells, 3. ., ended when & dike broke and let the Eig Sioux ram-
ble thvough.

— -y
— AT W reph e,

Another Tritiptary Chimes In—Renner, 5. D., near Sioux Falls, was
swamped with water from the Big Sicux, a Missouri River tribulary.

Night Caused No'Slackening, for River Raged 'Round Clock
s R e 5 iA Dash of Spice Was Added.. ...

And Not Long to Wail— | had been selting uwp  clecirical
|- World-Heralg Roporter Tom Al-
| lan enme back to Omaha from
South Sioux CHy, Neb., as the
erest was pasging the Jalter city.,
He brought a half-gallon jug of
Missouri River water, Pasted on
itwae o note to City Editor Low
Gordes from - Bill Lee, edijor of

eauipment lor severgl vears (o
meet an o rmergency like Chnoa-
ha's flood Bot came the Tl
and where wis George? In SL
Joseph Hospital several dave fon
an examination,

Mir, Dilke Was There, Too—h

Herewith s, exclusive fo wvoil =
gample . , . The other 500,306 -
DOCLOD0- 22 -palions will be slong

desit in) the Council Bluffs Cily
Hall, jdemtified himsel! 5= 51 in-
suranee speialist from Des
Moincs,  He =aid he hdd been
senl o assist during the high-
wialer  emergency. His naroee
E. M, Figod,

Slow Down—Un f{looded
Grand Avenuvein 1the Siowx Citly,
In., =ubarbof Morningside, mor-
chants had & complaint—against
speeding. They said molor boats
were moving too fast, ativring
big waves which Uroke store
wincows,

What 5 Hangover!—A nattily-
dresacid man wag hugeing sand-
bags on an Omahs leved,  He
wore nooovershoes oF TaHineeal

=" and the sogpy Dapgs Wero siain-

1852 Noah—Nr, and M= ing his sport coat. “How  come
Walter Cramer of South: Sioux | Moibre down here dressed like
Chy rode out the flood jnoan | that?” & fellow -worker ashed.
“ark” fied alongside their food- | The mnswer: "I was drunk a6
] cattage. They lived. aboearg | 1he police picked e up. B was
| “the Tfoot househost - seven | ciither go to jall or down oo,
| s, ] S0 herg 1 am,”

|
Warst Har:;;i'l.ip:-'l'nm Cooper, | Fay Up—The sighiseeing tim-
[
|
|

marooned five mights and four | Ma paid off for The Weorld-Her-
[ daye inhig attic in South Sioux | @ld Flood Hélief Fund oy ihe
City, was harcfooted, had only Rf?ii "-jrﬂSR.- _hd'}.sﬁw'llllﬁt?nl'*;lﬁ-ﬁr
X i A a couple of cang of hesne, zome oilice in The Medies ris Hiugld=
; : R . L | ‘crackers and egps which he ate .i]"!‘f offered 5 go6d r'*’?ﬂ ";Tﬂw-
- = L = 5 v | Taww. Bl food wasn't what ke | 15 SIEN. Was put - on. the door:
No Time for Smumer floodlights, headlights, flashlights and portable carbidel nicicd most, | “Admission  only by contribu-
lamps, men and trucks are shown working on the Council Bluffs levee at the north “What T wouldn't have given | Tons fo the flood relief Torad ™
end of Twenty-fifth Street, In center foreground are bales of sandbags ready for fill- | for & chew of “sncose’ sbout the R e g S
dng, At left, blurred figurés are men with shovels filling the bags. Then there are | m‘f‘“‘* ‘_‘ﬂg’é hi“"' told his'son | =0 a:,df[;lﬁ:p“"é,;émﬁ
iruchs, loading up to move down the levee where a furioug battle was waped, Lo et ; '

(Ll b b= | day’s kabor an the river, boarded
- Indian Mo Lie—Farmer-Pilol | & crowded bos. He stood near an
Ralph Heerman knows the In- ‘ elderly woman who was siiting,
|
|

dians werd telling hisg grandia- | “Have you been working on the
ther the fruth, Ralph was toal- | dikes?" she inguired.  Ho o said
ing a'cub plane over South Sioux’ | yes. Wil youl take my séat?™
City. looking at’ the awesome | she offered. The man déclined.
spread of muddy waler,

My pranddad used to  Lell
sbout the Indisng telling  him
the Missouri had [looded the
viley from hill to hIL"™ Ralph | raseons voice inohe of the

|
sai, “Mow L lnow They weren't ‘ flooded homes, They Tound a
| kidding. o ‘_ﬂiﬂ:rwtnd porrot in & cage in

Unu.:pactnd_f.‘:u_rr:plim_a_m—-Hgl.'c-
cuers  [fleating down a Sputh
Sioux Cilty sireet in-a boat henrd

] danger of drowning. They 1gol
B el T
e Newe oo by cxamiee | B o o s
aren was downcast when hiz re- | 203t AS they staried the motor,
miest for @ pass fo retirn home | ¢ Pantot cocked a beady eye
wag denicd, He had taken every- | B NE rescuers and orosked:
thing ‘of valuoe ‘with him when | oood boys! Good boys!
he left his house—fxcopl  one. ——
He had forgotten his brand new | }_ﬂ{%r::f iﬁ?ﬂ:n_;{tl‘:c“ilﬁlﬂﬂ: }:N; ":;
it seat."Why : guarding the Independ::
!:‘.}{‘;:aitl ;?:’_l:::,p Lpaid $12 for 4 Moin] Producis Compny, Elev-
| B lenth amd Grace Streets doring
T T the Tlopod hegeed '8 confused
TFakl Al © - il=
l.l:a::s l:'g'n.-_- |Imx:1mtj:-}j'i1_-|::v E:Imt:r coont, or modhen. With a1l that
Golden Glovies teams—now weare | ater (o dand in. the witerlewl
willing 1o come down and fipht | 1ew into & company building,
pour, river.” Jack Fickier of Ash- | Crashed into 1 steel beam, broke
landl, Neb, told Omaha Floog | P& 7ok, _
Al Sanen B S B a fight | Al this and More—Beating
et Ha sl 15 Dusiness , i The Mimu!u River at Omaha
. of “Ashland -which afien iz ":'}ﬂ F‘;’;ﬂ’."“" Ff,:"';: r'.:nglmk. “;”r:’"n
: =Worlslietmiic fuoloe:_ || fiobded B! Salt ! Creplc—hal = || e o SHBES: S iy Man-uins
Taoo Muoch for Schulis—Frank Schultz fright}. who bills himself as "captaiu" of pessed  willifigress to | shbt U {Jfl Iwnri.t hi_-.- II]-Dnl'iE.\.ﬂ;.-P}_l' E”ﬁ:'f
the “Port of Council Bluffs,” stayed in his fishing cabin below Ak-Sar-Ben Bridge | shop and come to Omaha. . I S
: Q At | Sa00.000 sandbags; 1,39 dump
during the 1943 fiood, But when the crest prediction for 1952 came through Mr. Schultz George's Luck—Goarge W, | trucks: 52 radio esrs: 35 drag-
gol assistance from Marvin Osborne, 3220 Avenue C, and pitched a tent on the “dry"” | winkier, head of Omaha Police | hnes: 1 scoops; 2500 carbide
gide of the levee. H]E.‘.Bbiﬂ Wﬂi—_‘.l:lf!d away, Ifru | Department communications, | flives, e >

e

R

The Reward of Merit . ..

Thanks to thousands of defermined people—the rampaging Missouri was
contained in the Omaha-Council Bluffs channel. Many thousands of homes and
scores of businesses and industries have been spared millions of dollars of
damage. Hardship and fragedy was reduced to a minimum.

Although cur Grace Street area proved to be cne of the weak spots—
hundreds of willing workers turned the tide in cur faver. Without them our
losses would have been incalcusble.

The least we can do is to peint out the merits of neighborliness and friend- S
ly ecoperation have their own reward—and give humble thanks they exist in such
guantity in our community.

We also want to extend our thanks to sll of cur customers who have been
so patient during the disruption of our normal service.

“Always Buying Waste Paper”

EPSTEIN PAPER & METAL CO.

WE 2030 1201-25 GRACE ST. WE 2031

[
|
the Dnkofs County Star: ", . . ‘ man approached the information |
|
|

3
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INDEPENDENT |8
METAL PRODULTS CO.

=—Warll-Herald Fhotoc

i irmi i i i i 1 the Grace
The Final Skirmish—This diazgrammed photo, taken the morning after, shows what happened the night of April 18 when the

Street Se]-:.:arur llg:rupi:w:a;i', IPmﬁsu:'e of thg flood water, backing through the bayou and into the sewer outlet (18 feet below the river surface) -::rla-::ked
the conerete tube and caused flooding of about one thousand aeres. The battle went on all -night before the break was ‘brought under control.

AN INSPIRING EXAMPLE

Together with their friendly neighbors from hundreds of surrounding communities, the citizens
I of Omaha and Council Bluffs have waged and won a gallant battle against the river.

In looking back upon this tremendous effort, we marvel not so much at the final victory as at
the indomitable spirit that made it possible. In the sandpits ... on the levees ... through every
phase of the heroic fight . . . thousands of unsung heros labored unceasingly and unselfishly in

|' a common Calse.

We are proud of the many organizations and individuals who played a part in this great midwest
drama., And we are proud of our employees;—who came here from every one of our branches o
I aid in the fight.

From the inspiring example set by these splendid men and women, the entire nation may well learn
a lesson in courage and capability.

l ROBERTS DAIRY COMPANY

for helping us do a job!

Our hat is off to YOU ... and the uncounted
others who fought to conquer the raging Mis-
souri, It was worlk . . . hard, dirty, grueling, tenses
worle. But who of us will ever forget the thrill of
that memorable period of complete and selfless
cooperation! America stood breathless while this
momentous battle was fought to a finish.

Protecting your vital gas and water service was
only a small part of the tremendous job accom-
plished by the joint efforts of thousands. So it is
with humility that we report to you on the emer-
gency work done by men and women of your
Utilities District.

Fully a week before the crest was due, thorough
precoutions were begun ot the Florence Pump-
ing Station. Dikes were thrown up. Low level
pumps at the river station were shut down and
standby steam pumps in the main plant on high
ground were put into service. Men carried over
300 tons of lead and sand to the floor of the river
station to prevent it from floating in rising water.
After rail entry was cut off, trucks brought sup-
plies for purifying water. |

To aid Omaha’s sister city, men of your Utilities
District . . . in o matter of hours . . . laid 6.000 feet

of 12-inch water main from Sth and Douglas.
across Ak-Sar-Ben bridge to the Council Bluffs
water works. This main stood ready to furnish
4,000,000 gallons of pure water per day to Coun-
cil Bluffs if its water system became flooded.
Similarly, the Utilities District spearheaded a
temporary, gas pipe line from 39th and Doucdglas
to supply Council Bluffs if necessary.

The Utilities District ice plant. was turned over to
the Red Cross for storage of evacuated house-
hold goods, ond several tracts of land were
made available for livestock refuge.

Through the entire crisis, the District cooperated
fully with Civilian Defense and civil authorities
whose help was invaluable. Every possible per-
son was released for flood work on District in-
stallations,

The Board of Directors of the Metropolitan Utilities
District especially salutes the District's men and
women who worked so feverishly and valiantly
through the long days of emergency. And we
gratefully thank all our neighbors for their great
assistance in the total job of preventing a major
catasirophe.

VL
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Tmm'an',' Over South Sioux City, Saw a Riptide of Water

<M.

b —

MOBILE CANTEEN
Prsoniiif 6 He K
iy Fal ¥ i J
Army Travels on Stomach—Relief agencies didn't forget the Napoleonic maxin
They went to the levees, fed the workers. Fed Cross served 330 thousand “snacks” ¢

coffee and sandwiches, some 15 thousand hot meals. Salvation Army workers did abon
an equal job in their mobile canteens. This picture shows Hostess Hazel Christensen &

her job.

Omaha World-Herald, April, 1952.

-

2y

It Hurts a Little—Janette Anderson, 2, showed the
normal reaction when her mother, Mrs, Max L. Anderson
{center), took her to a Council Bluffs center for typhoid
inoculation.
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The President Gets an Eyefull—President Truman flew over the rampaging Missouri April 16, landed in Omaha fo confer with governors
of seven Midwest states. The photo shows the presidential plane, the Independence, above snundated South Sioux City, Neb. Sioux City, Ia,

is @t left f = =
T ADVERTISEMENT - ADWERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT

Animals Weren't Forgotten-—Here Capt. Ole Ras- On Guard—When Council Bluffs” West End was emptied three days before the cres
mussen (right) and Sgt. 1/C Emmett I, Muller of the Na- National Guardsmen and civilian pelice set up check points to watch traffic. These wk
tional Guard take care of a lost kitten ip Council Bluffs. didn't have passes were ordered out. This was te protect against looting of homes th
Animal shelters in both cities fed cats, dogs, rabbits, goats.  were vacgnt for a week to 10 days. ]

== — = — == = _._ —

(e tel 4 SHff

to the thousands of people who so unselfishly did

their part during the recent flood threat. We are
proud to be a part of a community where the
frue meaning of cooperation became a working
reality. It is from our heart when we say to the

many ... Thanks for your help.”

The devotion and loyalty of every man and woman at Orchard & Wilhelm Co. enabled the
management fo evacuate fwo floors of their warehouse |in the dangét zone and supply mere

e
-

an e 1o work on the es and otherwise guar e sale e industrial area | n’“*‘m“ii‘“ - . \
i 00 e pork o o kit MU GO R SR | A e 0 EATON METAL PRODUCTS CORPORATION

The company also sent all large furnifure rucks and all but two of their small trucks to the work

of evacuation. |»‘; il _ i3th and Willis Ave. Omaha, Nebraska

Orchard & Wilhelm Co. .
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| Flond-fighting officials bemoan the fact that they can never give individual thanks
to the thousands who joined in the battle. The photos below are of typical individuals
who joined in one brawny force to repel the invader.

&

Omaha World-Herald, Aprll; 1952,

Capt. David M. An expert . . . Herbh Jackson, A shoveler . . . Chuck Johnson,
Memphis, Tenn. Council Bluffs.

B e i

A boss ,
Bailey, Fort Leonard Wood,

A Red Cross girl . . . Karen Sarensen, Council
Bluffs. A volunteer . . . lvan Ives, Councll Bluffs

A soldier . . . 5. Sgt. Leandro
Aosario, Camp MeCoy.

A bulldezer driver , . , Virgil Dunn, Red Oak, la.

<Everyone Helped in Everyone’s Fight to Straitjacket the River

[+ ?ﬂ?ﬂ 14,500

&
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CARrER Lake
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Omaho-Bluffs Funnel—Water that poured over low-
lands from bluff to bluff above Omaha and Council
Bluffs and stretched up to 14 miles in width had to pass
through a funnel a scant quarter-mile wide where the
Ak-Sar-Ben Bridge crosses the river. The tréemendous
pressure of this narrow waterway against the dikes
that protected Omaha and Council Bluffs is what causad
anxious minutes, hours and days in the two cities.

At Lofe

Can't Quit Now —When engines couldn’t do the
job, people could. This truck, helpless to fight the Grace
Street sewer break, became stuck in the slimy roads.
Quickly 15 men from a sandbag crew put their shoulders
to the job and freed the truck to go for another load of
sandbags.

- Glory Dwells Where
Glorious Deeds Are Done
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They're Bitin'—Right on the main street in South
| “Sionx éirty, Water Superintendent Herbert Treadway
| eaught those channel catfizh.

Water Rolled Over Roads-There Was Fishing in City Streets

o | ——

5

——
‘ o

Last Trip—Mr, and mrs,
Ted Mayberry of South
Sigux City toted a high
chair. and the family cat
on their last frip out of
their basement home.

. — | : =

3"-&' -h '. e i w.._

Unintended Raft—A lumber yard's
floated away in South Sioux City.

had torn thm_ dikes in this area.
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We're Proud ...

Yea, we are prond to have been = pari of the
pommunity effori that kept the angry flood waiers
awey from our homes and onr industries.

i the
Protecting the gencrating facilitics of
District’s power plant was a big job, but that jlnb
way accomplished and pninterrupted ?lti.‘:irll.*: service
wau maintained threughowt the emergency.

We're glad the erisis is over . . . and we grate-
fully I?.*ll.nﬂgwhdgls the help that we received from

EVETY oS,
Omaha Public FPoewer Bisiriel

The President Wanted Action-Even Women Filled Sandbags|

‘661 ‘TIAdY 'PIBISH-PIHOM TUEWO V-Gl

Quit Fooling Around—That was advice of President
Truman (left), when he consulted Midwestern Governors
and Engineer officials, including Lieut. Gen. Lewis A.
Pick (right). Replied Nebraska Governor Peterson: “Mis-
souri River governors have not missed a single lick” in
seeking flood control.

Double Exposure—A photographer accidentally made two pictures on: one film,
caught the spirit of the round-the-clock battle. At lower left is a levee patrelman
standing his lonely vigil. Above and at right, a sandbag crew works feverishly on a seep-
age spot.

=World-Herald Tholok.

The Weaker Sex? — Women got into the battle

This group, employes of the Nebraska Bag Company,

loaded thousands of sand bags. Other women drove trucks

and thousands worked in Red Cross shelters, mohile
canteens, medical centers,

Rain Didn't Stop Them—Rain frequently was a nuisance but didn’t stop levee
work crews, This line of trucks on the levee at the end of Adams Street in East
Omaha battled road muck resulting from the April 12 rains and kept going.
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Thank You, Neighbors!

For every member of our organization, we gratefully
extend thanks to the leadership of our City who care-
fully and wisely made plang to meet the challenge of the
mighty Missouri; to the thousands of men and women
of this community who unselfishly helped malie these
plans work. This united spirit has been a revelation to
everyone and will be an inspiration for vears to come.

The following firms loaned their trucks and drivers that
we might move our lumber to a safe and dry place on the
Snell Bash & Door Co. property:

Boyer Lumber & Coal Co.
Chicago Lumber Co.
Disbrow & Company
Holland Lumber Co.
Rivett Lumber Co.

Snell Sash & Door Co.

12th to 13th on Nichelas

R T TR

ADAMS & KELLY CO.
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We can never forget the gracious assistance of the em-
ployees of Disbrow & Company, The Overhead Door Co.
and the offers of asgistance from many other sources.

To each of these we most humbly and sincerely say,
thank you! L

To the Great Architect of the Universe, we are most
grateful for sparing this community from the ravage
of a great flood.

BILT & WELL
=R e ==
WooD v WeRH

By JOHN A, PATTERSON,
Secretary-Treasurer
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Flashboards Raised Protection Level on'Levees, Fle ) d,_wa_l,l's Traffic Halts but People Smile as -rey Figh Back at the River|:

e pepm—— i s o

Near Peaki—The morning of April 17 the river climbed to 30 fest. This scene,
ridge, shows the water against the wooden flash-
hoards bolted atop the flood wall. The men, trucks and buildings were some 12 feet

Iooking north from the Ak-Sar-Ben
below the water level.

A 3 iy b

against the rising river level to drive and brace 2xi's, then face

completed the barricade. About 800 thousand board feet of lumber were Tsed this way.
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Flood at a Glance—Here is Weatherman E. F. Btapowich's chart of river stafes
at four major citiss during the flood period. The sharpest rise is the one at Bt?marck,
April 8-7, when an ice jam caused water to back up. There is no direct relation between
readings at different cities, since “zero”’ stages vary.

bl

them with long planks, Sandbags front and back “What the hell? I ain't

i
i N

E i them from
No Busy Lines Here—Thousands of phones were re- .. : _ ¥ooane : : g SRS o st B 1l Sioux City.
moved from homes and business houses in Council Bluffs rest near—This was the scene in Sioux City and South Sioux City as the river neared its erest. Note the high-
and East and North Omaha in advance of the expected way bridge blocked by water, ]

flood, Putting them back after the crisis was a big job. b o o
SR =25

Obstinate — Mrs. Mary
Kohout, living only 100
yards from the river near

' D= ' the foot of Hickory Street,
Flashboards Going Up—Near the new water works intake station north of Council Bluffs, carpenters work refused'to move. Said she:

_‘I'hnth | With & Bhovel —ob Romans; sillioustted

¢ N inst the ni ¥, symbaolizes all the:men with shovels i

: i S who preserved a west side dike at South Sioux City which B I '
i L Al = L kept part of the city from going under. Business—but Not as Usual—-Kee
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Dry Land Boat—When Red Cross, Belleviue Rescue “Man, Does That Taste Good!”"—Tom Cooper, 69,

Squad and Offutt Air Force Base men removed some 20 -;i;{)ent_. four days, five nights in a South Sioux City attic. ' \ —wortd Hprald P,
families from lowlands April 9 the flood had just started. e lived on crackers, cold beans, raw eggs. Finally Deserted Highway—This was the scene near Dakota City, Nob, as the water
A boat, not needed immediately, Was towed over mud roads. rescued by his son Harold, he relishes a bowl of liot soup. poured over highways and farms,

It Could Be Worse—Mid-
western  people can kake
adversity with a saiile,
Like these folks getting off
a relief train that carried

South Sioux to

ping a store ‘open for food customers was no
small job. Grocer Jack Hngel of South Sioux City i3 transferring a gquarter of beef,
boat-delivered from Sioux City, to his car for transport to his store.
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The headlines grew bigger and|

Thoosands of aeres were added
daily 1o the flood aress as - agri-
ciltural  Jevees | were! broken  or
topped.

And os fhe flood at Sidux Chy,
Ta, and South Sioux City, "Neb,,
wonsened daily, uncasy residents
farther south, rural and-urban, |
prepared fo meet the highest river
ever yecorded,

The man-in-thesstreet suddenly
feslized he might soon be the man-
at-the=dike.

On the Jowland farms, hasty
moving preparations were made.
Véterans of Missourl River floogs
wheo aren't readily seared scemed|
1o sense that “this s the big one|

Trick oporators whrked days
snd nights hauling out livestock to.
femporary: havens on hill farms. |
Feople in the towns rushed out to
holp farmers load feed and get it
out,” remove furniture or move it
16 second. stories.

Cne favor the onrushing river
had bestowed, Tt had provided
ample warning of ils coming and
8 fairhy good ideaof what it would
dn.

The hungey river gobbled up
fertile Towlands all along the one-
tundred-mile Omaha-Sioux. City
sirip. Tt spread to six ‘miles, 10
mifes, - 14 miles . . . the estimates
wore mlmost Incredible.

The list of evacuated towns got
additions dapily, Water swept into
Whiting, " Mondamin, Meodale, Ta.
Dgsperate efforts were made to
ming commuonifies with walls of
enrih,

Levees blew out - near Blencoe,
Ta,, near Herman, Neb, Stretches
of Highway 75 and: Iesser arteries |
disappcared [rom view,

Water careened under the famed
“dry-lamd”™  bridge  at Deecatur,
Meb, At one 1ime there wag a
thieory that the Flood might put the
bridee into business by crawling
wunder it pérmanentiy. But after
ihe water dropped back, the chan-
mel wag =till &' river's width esast
of the bridge.

Elair, Neb, had a differsnt
nroklem. Tt warried-about the river
polling out from under Itz auto-
miobile @ind . railroad bridges. But
mgain the channel relurned to iis
sccuRicmed piace

A 115 mile, eomumatnd ty-bulll gikce
nerr Decalur wasz credited with

blacker as the rfiver roared south.| |

preventing the viver from slashing
# new channel through the Burt

S e e

,The Flood of *52—Chapter Three: .

Farmers Move Stock Into Hills as Water

Feed for Ducks, Fish—Two Government grain bin sites at Bl
More than two-thirds of the 1,590,219 bushels of corn the bins con
and bursi the bins, Some of it went down the river to feed ducks an
meas after the flood subsided.

.. ./4 /9 age in

When the history of the Missouri's greatest flood is completed, the
Omaha-Council Blulfs chapter will certainly be one of the most he-

- roic. For nothing could be meore inspiring than the story of thousands
of unselfish men and women working day and night fo avert the
fragedy of a major flood.

The Omcha Production Company wanis fo express its sincere grati- -

_ tude not only to the people who helped in the evacuation of our
plant, but to everyone connecied in any way with the courageous
batile against the river . . ; to all those who thronged the levees cmd
for long, sleepless, restless hours did the back-breaking labor which
in fruth saved our cities from the river.

f *ﬂ*ﬂﬂi*ﬂm*‘mmiﬂﬂﬂtﬂi#ﬂﬁi***mﬁﬁ

at Whiting were .mug_':tlt; in the F:inmﬂ.ﬁﬁﬂ
tained was Gamaged when the wel corn ex
a fish. Top photo at right is a closeup of the

gncoe, one

Rt Aty e

County “gepression” &l the way
down 1o Toekamah.

E | When it reached ‘the Towlanis

porth of -Blair, the erust was bulg-
ing badly. Water hung hack in

‘previously umflooded valleys and
dapped higher on Tood plain farm

bulidings; higher than the residents

(Ever hatl jseen.
| Heavilydraveled: Highway Mo,

A0 wag upder Water aver sl .{:If
itx  lengih hetween he Bliir
bridge and Missouri  Vallev: To
Dafriage may kecp: the highway
plosed mibre than Lwo mooniks.
#s the cruial moment for ahe
metropolitan @vea, Deaied, all eyes
wern on the Bialir hr_’éﬂ:ﬂ.-_'ﬂ'.ftt
gapgeslast ond-above Lrmanaa,
£ L'-i- ind up it orept—[rom 228
feot 1o 231 Teet fo 2335 feet—ihen
|9 i [eet - The erest had passed
| Blair and ,was hurtling down the
narrowing neck of a funnel. i
Could Omaha and Courncil Bluffs
squeeze that monstrous deluge be-
tween them - infe & 1.500-foot
chamnel?
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uChristnias Tree"—In Council Bluffs, evacuating fami-
ilies. hung toys and other jtems in trees to keep them

above the ex_Ee_f:_ted ﬁrate_r ]a_v.rei,

= 4

1o shiortstop the river.
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Roadblock—0One rainy night in Couneil Bluffe, trucks
loaded with huge boulders were sent out Twenty-fifth
Street to work on the levee, They found the road impass-
able. They backed into adjoining streets, dumped their
loads and rushed back for other assignments.

“ Lﬂ]nds .

. e
e Bioupht Front lowiend a

ilieg parked trailers brou rom _ 1 r a1
ﬁ:-nsfhﬁuﬁgrs'fﬁelds: packed iEto the smallest trailer in Miller Park. Some 60 families
parked there, used the
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 Frain Service  Cut—Where the Iliinois Central Rail- g
road tracks cut through the levee in Lakeview Park on
thie north ﬂdia of Council Biuffs, sandbags were piled

d in Trailers-on Higher mUi

North Brinch YMCA for bath

o
g

Plenty of Elbow Room—At the Army Engineers' Fi
the only means of travel five days before the crest arrive
and barges operated along the levees, carrying rock and sandbags.

; '::C :. N N:‘:;im'a_. B o .
WMiller Park in Omaha and Kirn Field in Council Bluffs many

reas, Here is the family of Mr, and

g and recreation.

o6l '[12dY 'PIEISH-PIIOM BYRWD V4T

—w.:u-int-IIernc ¥hobm.
orence Boat Yard, boats were
ed. From this spot, workboats

hanks . . .

Yes, thanks—a small word, but it expresses the deep and sincere

= = ]

appreciation of our 238 employees as well as ourselves. Yes, thanks
to the many thousands of volunteer workers, as well as the many
relief organizations, and the U. S. Army Engineers, the National

loss to @ minimum. Thanks again.

MASTERCRAFT FURNITURE CORP.

1111 NO. 13TH ST.

OMAHA

Guard, and the U. S. Coast Guard. Your combined efforts held our

y
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Huge Air Force Planes Brought a 5. eam of Equipment, Troops

2

R T

=—orld-Fernid Fhola,
Little Berlin Airlift—In some of the Air Force's biggest cargo planes came a steady Trouble from Below—Secpage through underground
supply of cots, blankets, medical supplies, troops and their uﬁujpmeut. Here are troops  works, especially sewers, was a problem, Here three
of an engineer combat battalion from Camp McCoy, Wis., cading through the clam-  volunteers pile sandbags around a leaking manhole south
shell noze doors of a huge C-124, of Thirteenth and Webster Streats,
g ; ;

B e e e i - z o I

Waiting Line—The night the crest arrived, authorities had to cut down the flow of heavy truck
traffic across Ak-Sar-Ben Bridge because the levees were “shaking like jelly,” Army Engineers said.
Here, in the rain, a line of westbound trucks waits while National Guardsmen listen for a report that
the previous truck has made the 10-mile-an-hour trip. At extreme right: emergency gas and water
lineg run from Omaha to reinforce the threatened Bluffs supply.
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To All Who Served ...

We wish to offer our most sincere thanks to all of you that so
generously gave your time and efforts to the task of helping defeat
the muddy Missouri.

Your efforts were not in vain.

Also, a special salute to the thousands of housewives that so gen-
erously gave their time preparing sandwiches and lunches that were L
served by our many charitable organizations. :

Granger Bros.
of Council Bluffs

LOW PRICES EVERY DAY!
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This Dike Protected a Neighbor—Decatur and Tekamah, Neb., are i ; .
rival Burt County communities in many affairs. But when the flood .
crest threatened to cut a new channel southeast of Decatur that would Water Under the Bridge—This new span at Decatur, built on dry
have threatened Tekamah, citizens of Decatur and farmiers pitched in land and awaiting a move of the channel to put it into service, finally
to build a dike that held the river back. had water under it, The main channel is bevond the end of the span.
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The Cattle Got Feed—and Water—This scene on a farm one mile southwest of Blencoe shows difficulties typical of those many hottom-
land farmers faced all along the river, The cattle, marconed on a high spot, were being cared for. The farm auto had been 5 acce
to the fot waa by boat and outhoard. ' S . ma;n-oned e ¥

A

i
¢

il;?
L
]
\

P hmﬁ E:&g% ﬂan;ar—M.m. Nina Bracken

rig ug anice feed flood workers Farmer Service Discontinued—Even Casey Jones couldn't have made it th h this, North

Harvey McIntosh, Art Zahner and Patrolman Don Dru- Western Railroad tracks between Blaic and Mi NVl weaa Nt : !
: ssouri Vall near A
strup at Modale. California Junction. s P S '
1
1
Going Under—As the flood moved relentlessly toward the narrows between the Completion Delayed—Carpenters h-m?u_“mamtmlm“' |
Omaha and Council Bluffs levee systems, it fanned out over the rich farmlands to the work on this new hcl:li.ge undzg'e uanstmalhivgnaotf:'men- :
north. These farm buildings near Little Sioux, Ia., stand deep in the muddy current. coe area. : ¥
—_—— L. - = e e = — o - - == = .J:.
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Brig, Gen. Don G -Shing]e_"[f’s_-.p_r_ggs_‘__qﬁﬁ-
ference bombshell announcement that Qma-
ha and Council Bluifs faced & 31.5-foot river
crest was made Monday, April 4.
For pearly a week the two cities had
been organizing a defense against & récord
Docd, calmly, confidently, efficiently.
But they hadn't expected anything that
big, Behind a' levee system designed to pro-
tect. them against 262 feet, they” had felt
they could pive a couple of feet and still
whip the odds.
But 31.5! Well, we'd take that on, 1oo.
Everybody pitched in to work hapder than
g cfonk: = EllIG s T
Tational  Guardsmen, Regular  Army
troops, Corps of Engineers officers and
civilian  techrivians, Civil Delfense forces
city officials, RHed Cross workers, Salvation
Army officers and wvolunteers, Air Force
waork parties, Civil Air Patrol cadets and
[ officers, sherifl’s deputies, work teams from
Tactorics and stores, truckers, hordes of in-
i dividual velunteers, ulilities employes™ and
others swarmed behind the dikes.

From the sinaller towns; f[rom  other
states; from high places far from the raging
Fiver cams hordes of people ready and
| willing to. do what might be asked for as
\ long as it might be needed. e
The battle had bullt up from a rather
¢ Ieisurely start fo-a full cresecendo in about
) this sequence; M.

Mohday, April 7—Council Bluffs Mayor
' JFames Mulgueen, Aeting City Manager Fen-
nard Gardiner and their fléod-coniral aids
Tooked at Council Bluffs' levee system, found
it in “excellent: condition."

Bul they realized the valnerability of their
city. Most of Council Bluffs’ homeés are .on
the threeemile-wide flood plain. A levee
Failure could open more than hall the cily
to flood water. So they and City Council
: members were more than wiliing to talk
! ‘business when the Corps of Engineers asked
' them to appaint a disaster eommitiee.

k Tuesday—Oiiaha's Mayor: Glenn Cunning-
i 7 ‘ham passed along to Civil Defense Director
‘Sam Reynolds a  request from the TEast

Omaha Drainage District, which maintains
the Omaha levees, The district wanted to
know if Mr. Reynolds could provide guards
to. keep sightsecrs off the levees gver the
weel end. .

“The river was expected to crest at 26 feet,
more than @ half foot below the “deslgn
flogd" for which the lovees were built,
“gure” said Mr, Reynolds "I will make

Omaha World-Herald, April, 1952,
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Gen, Don Shingler, Missour

yot,” said Brig,
; The crest predic-

River Division Engineer,
tion was upped 2.5 feet, J :
Thursday—E, I Myers, consulfing engi-
neer [or the East Omaba Drainage Distriel,
flew from HKansas City to head Omaha's
Flood Stecring Commitiee, _
Friday—The crest prediction was upped)|
15 more feet. Army Engineers staried let-
ting emergency coniracts. Eight contrac-
tors weve hived to add a two-foot “Ift" to
the 23 miles of Omaha-Gouneil Blulfs levees.
Mayor Mulgueen i
perios of evacuation orders, felling everyone
west 0f Thirtieth” Street in Council Bluffs
to move to higher ground. _
i Calls for volunicer workers went out.
! ‘Saturday—Rain made slimy mireg of levee
mocess roads. : v
“Bulldozer operators, truclk drivers, car-
penters worked through the chilly might, 1o
get roads in shape to keep ihe levee-raising
going. Along the eritical north end of the
Council Bluffs leves, they laid more than
& mile of timber road—2x12's in railroad-tie
{ fashion, topped with parallel rows of doubled
| 2x12's for trucks to travel on,
Sunday—The tiver climbed past 25 feet,
1 gxceeding the 1881 record nearly a fool.
' Couneil Blulfs and East Omaha evacuations
swelled to a torrent,
In. industrial plants workers hung ma-
chinery from  girders, boarded  windows,
= around doors and basement

piled sandbags
windows,
Bulldozers, draglines, loaders, trucks
i gwarmed to vacant lots, fields and park
arpas where dirt could: be obtained, Swiltly
it was transported and the levees grew and
fattened on it _ Nyl
Army Engineers hired four companies to
{ place flashboards on levees to be faced and
packed by hundreds of thoustand of sandbags,
The World-Herald, began a relief fund,
cgurmising  that “its readers, as always in
mich cireumstances, will wish 1o throw out
a lifeline” In two weeks World-Herald
readers sent more than $127,000, the largest
- ) ‘amount of money ever raised by the readers
of a single Nebraska newspaper for relief
‘purposes, and money. was still coming, The
fund was administered by the Red Cross. Sl
multaneonsly a fund for the Salvation Army
mounted to above $78,000. :
Monday, April 14—The almost unbeliey-
able crest of 315 feet was predicted io
reach here Thursday, Lieut. Gen. Lewis A.
Pick, Chief of Army Engineers, arrived.
Action became so rvapld that none could
keep track of the whole picture,
From Camp Carzon, Colo.. p MeCoy,
Wis,, ond Fort Leonard Wood, Mo, came

-

_—-{‘5—.7}—-_

The Bigger They Cﬂﬁ;le the

ngood practice run for our civilian police-| &
! -
Wednesday—"We haven't seen anything)

ed the first of aj§

The Flood of ’52—Chapter Four:

the Spirit of Omaha and Council Bluffs Pedple as
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The Battleground—Here Omaha
Pipe Line Terminal; 2, Omaha

No Man’s Land—Except for the men struggling to keep ;13}:- the levees ahead of the river's steady climb, the
West End of Council Bl was deserted after the April 12-13 week end. This area lies just below the river bend
lled “The Narrows,” where a levee break could have covered thousands of acres, Broadway is at the left.

i o .

i

and Council Bluffs fought the ri'_u'er_._ Numbered iandj:narlm: Y Grea.t Lakes
Municipal Airport; 3, Illinois Central Railroad Bridge; 4, Union Pacific Railroad
Union Pacific Railroad

%hops; 5, Ak-Sar-Ben Bridge; 6, Omaha Public Power District main generating plant; T,
rj'dg‘e_ # ’ - . .
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A FRescue—Along the bottoms near Bellevue, air- Fifteen thousand an hour—At
.men and civilians helped reidents move, Unable to walk,

; ( Sixtieth and Walker Streets in North Omaha
(?’Epw} and at other sites crews worked to fill sandbags. About 5}z million were

.

)
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The Endless Procession—Loads of dirt totaling 21 thousand tons were hauled to T
the Mosquito Creek levee south of Council Bluffs to raise a three-mile stretch, The 0
over-all job on hoth sides of the river took 225 thousand cubic yards of earth. .
- - o
L I e -

a rule about workers

Too Young!—Disregardin

being over 18, Harvey Paley, 15; Time Won't Wait—Nobody watched the

Hook foad
clock fo !

1 gix thousand troops trained in construetion

y Phil Schrager, 16; Bill
nnolly, 15, showed up in a sandbag line.

dboil or seepa
the je mﬁhil,ﬂin'g-gt&kp:i_a!agiur-" next emergency.

. i qtting time when a sandboil or ‘seepage developed, They worked through the night passing sandbags from one man to
the next. When one trouble spot was patched, 3&39 was the job of tggﬂ : i '

the Big Muddy Met Its Master

{and the rock in front of it, the flow began!

uesday—Coumeil Blulfs was evacuated to

‘Sandboils began to appear a@ll along the
levee system. Each called for guick erec-
cofa ring of sandbags until the waler
pressure was equalized. In some places the
levee was gelting bogey. The stamp of &
foot could make the top quiver. \
Wednesday—President Tyuman met with
Midwestern governors in-Omaha, ealled for
“action” by Midwesterners 1o promote flood
control. ! W
Thursday—The Ttiver had climbed to &
stage ‘of Z067 feet that morning. "Today is
the eritieal day,” General /Pick said,
The Weather Bureay predicted the crest’s
arrival by late evening,
Atong most of the lovee  system wafer
lapped at ‘sandbags. Saturatlon  was so
nearly complete, enginecrs ‘said, the levees
had setiled several inches, .
The concrete floodwall was bending from
lthe weight of the water.
At collection points frucks loaded with
} mgﬂhaga' sat nervously awaiting emergency
et : i,
Through the night rain splattered. Under
carbide and. emergency electrie lights, lines
of volunteers shuffléd with sandbags. The
sourdd of pumps. and portable generators
muffled  conversation. Now ‘and. then ‘the
voice of a Mississippl River-trained levee
boss would twang: v
Any ‘men siitin® around up theah? We
could uge a few: men heah!! | "
In Omaha, Mr Myers alternated shifts
with ‘his top assistant, Ed Fester, )
In Couneil Bluffs, Mayor Mulgueen, Mr.
IGardiner and Councilman Frank Griffith
rotated the cammand job.
The river crept up to 30.2 fect, dropped
and raised nervously for several hours:
Friday, April 18—AL 8:30 & m. the river
stood at 30024 feet. That was the crest and
the highest stage ever recorded here,
Two or three hours later it was apparent
the crost was past. The levees: still held,
But there was another fight abedd i
Late Friday afternoon Ed Foster took o
“hreak” from his desk. He pot back about
6345 p. m, intime for & phane ‘call:
"Big break in the Grace Street Sewer.
They want five hundred smen: and hail &
million sandbags." y !
CMyr. Fostér bad never seen the  Grace
Strect Sewer before le was appointed to the:
flood: commitice. But he had studied it after
he lesvmed it might be a weak links
| The pieture was clear-in his mind &3 he
“hurried to his car—eguipped with: radio
!fi,?lﬂplinnge because of the flood emergency—
and gped toward the scene, ,
The sewer, he knew, wag made up of two
parallel concrele tunnels, each Tx9 fect in
orogs sootion. When it burst it was carrying
back pressure from the river of abool seven
thousand’ pounds per linear fool of tube.
Plugging -a bréak from the land side prob- |
ably would be impossible. The volume of
flow could cover twe thousand acres with
a foot of water every 24 hours.
And if the trémendous pressure on the 3|
tunnels: continged to ‘canse ruptures work-
ing back toward the leves, & whele section -
of levee could go, and the battle could be
lost.
As he drove, he began giving orders over
the car phone. He called the FPaxton &
Vierling Iron Works and asked them to de-
liver 20 steel I-beams, each 20 feet long,
to the foot of Seward Street. He called the
Omaha Steel Works and placed an identical
order.
When he reached the levee around 'the
long bayou into: which the Grace Street
sewer empties, Mr. Foster found a milling I
masz of volunleer workers, troops and Army
Engineers, Sandbags and  boulders  they
dropped in front of the sewer mouth were
useless
Mr. Foster outlined® his plan. Engingers
agreed. Action started, Trucks poured gravel
on the goft roadwsay 1o lead the steel trucks
to the levee, Sandbag crews built up the
sodiden grade fo bear the weight of trocks,
In the bayou were two barges and a tow-
boat, Mr. Foster divected the {roops as they
liffed the thousand-pound beams from trucks
and Yaid them on'a barge in & neat TOW.
Then, with & Corps of Engineers man J
probing the murky whirlpool that marked
the sewer's mouth, the barge was worked
gently into position. Tt was a precarious at-
tormpt. It had to be done just right, and was.
Tt was nearly midnight when they started
dropping the beams overboard,
Then a barge load of rock was brought in,
A merveless bulldozer operator shuttled his
growling monster across the narrow deck,
shoving the boulders into the water.
With the grillwork: of beams in place
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Then from the levee, the familiar chain of
candbag tossers came ool across the Barges,
dropping sandbags in the water.” The bags
filled the chinks, The flow at the sewer
break cut suddenly to a relative trickle.
It was 4 a m, Saturday. Tired faces of
the Grace Street erew brightencd.

By Saturday afternodn, the Missouri had
settled, sullenly ‘back to less than 29 feet
Alveady it was rolllng against the citiea
and farmlands 1o the south,

R R SR VA T -



